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Islamophobia and Racism in Germany and 
France:  EUROSOR-Online Study 
 

 

Rodolfo Valentino & Stuart Kisitu 
 
The two subsequent contributions in this journal concern German and 
Spanish texts of the same article regarding an EUROSOR (Independent 
European Sociological Research) study conducted and translated by the 
authors themselves. 
 
 
I.  Classism and Social Protectionism 

 

Classism and social protectionism have been sufficiently studied as 
social phenomena by sociologists. To the question of how the 
members of a supposed “class”, “social environment” or “common 
lifestyle” “sniff” each other or identify themselves, would answer the 
German sociologist Norbert Elias and his French colleague Pierre 
Bourdieu: very simple, by the “Social Habitus”.  
 

Elias defines it as common habits in the thinking, feelings and actions 
of members of the same figuration (a network of dependence due to 
the conviction of a supposed belonging and social solidarity), which 
leads directly to a similar or identical “social personality”.  
 

Bourdieu enters more into “plastic details” and defines the “habitus” as 
the person as a whole: his appearance, his lifestyle, his language (code),  
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clothes and taste, so the habitus becomes an immutable defect that 
consciously or unconsciously activates the “racist” or “classist” 
strategies of a “social protectionism” to defend the interests of the 
supposed “class”. We are facing a social dilemma that is reinforced by 
the fact that individual errors or deviant behaviors quickly become a 
social stigma, which can practically no longer be removed. 
 
 
II.  Islamophobia and Racism in Germany and France 
 

In both countries, there is a growing Islamophobia and a phobia 
against people with a “Southern” or Non-European appearance, which 
our team wanted to investigate in an online survey. Most of the 
respondents in our study speak of clearly Islamophobic expressions 
they hear every day in the workplace, at school or on the street: so do 
78% of the French and 63% of the Germans, and above all 83% of the 
East Germans with the lowest rate of “foreigners”.  
 

Many politicians also comment negatively on Islam in the respective 
countries and regard it as a danger to the “Volksgemeinschaft (national 
community)”. This is what 32% of the respondents in France and 61% 
in Germany have heard. East German respondents stand out again 
with a rate of 87%. Islam is considered as a danger to the entire plural 
society the  by 65% of the French and 53% of Germans. We find the 
lowest value in East Germany with 27% which indicates that simply 
the plural society is already a risk and a “failed experiment” for them. 
 
Many respondents want a religion-free school or university and a 
society-wide headscarf ban (F = 83%, D = 72% [East Germany = 91%]).  
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At least 61% of the French and 68% of the Germans spoke out against 
the construction of new mosques. Again, the East German value 
surprises with 91% and testifies to massive resistance, although there 
are few mosques there.  
 
 
III.  Outlook—Conclusion 
 

“After some right-wing extremist and ‘patriotic’ parties have entered 
the national parliaments in many European countries,  Islamophobia 
has become socially acceptable for the political and middle class 
milieu in European societies, causing widespread Islamophobia and 
anti-Muslim racism in France and Germany”, explains the sociologist 
Rodolfo Valentino. “It is only necessary to repeat prejudices and 
stereotypes often enough to establish them as resentments against 
Muslims, but also against other minorities.”  
 

A side effect is the phobia against people with a South European or 
“Southern” appearance assuming through their appearance that they 
are Muslims; thus it becomes a negative label and leads directly to 
discrimination. It is also quite problematic that the nationalist and 
ultranationalist parties consider themselves patroness of Christianity. 
Here we need a social debate on religious symbols and religious 
plurality. 
  

This is the conclusion of an online study that was realized on 
December 27, 2017 by EUROSOR (Stuart Kisitu, Dr. Rodolfo Valentino) 
in Santander (Spain), not representative, but with a significant social 
relevance, in which a total of 672 people of Christian religion or of no  
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religion in Germany and France were interviewed. 
 
 

Dr Rodolfo Valentino is Director of the European Institute of Studies on 
Migration, Social Inclusion and Intercultural Learning (IEM), Bonn, 
Germany (http://bimev.de).   
eurosor.iem@gmail.com    psciocura.valentino@gmail.com.   
 

An earlier version of the article was produced in 2018 with co-author 
Stuart Kisitu under the auspices of Independent European Sociological 
Research (EUROSOR; www.facebook.com/eurosor). 
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NB:  do you have any comments on Valentino and Kisitu’s article? 
Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the 
contactform at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.  
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