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Introduction 
 

On 7 December 2019, social historian Homme Wedman gave a lecture 
at the socio-cultural center ‘Vrijplaats’ (‘Free place’; sanctuary) 1 in the 
former cannery on the Middelstegracht in Leiden, the Netherlands, 
about the life and work of the social anarchist Ferdinand Domela 
Nieuwenhuis, who died a hundred years ago on 18 November 2019. 2 
 

Dennis Bos, lecturer in National History at Leiden University, gave the 
introduction. Both emphasised that Domela Nieuwenhuis was not only 
of great significance as an advocate for the poor and the oppressed, but 
that he can be a great example and inspiration to us nowadays—also 
in Leiden, with which Domela had a little known yet important 
connection. 
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     Lecture about Domela Nieuwenhuis in Vrijplaats Leiden (Photo: Caspar ten Dam) 
 
 
Connection with Leiden 
 

Homme Wedman, social historian at the University of Groningen and 
board member of the Domela Nieuwenhuis Fund 3, has always been 
fascinated by Domela Nieuwenhuis (1846-1919), who became known 
under the Frisian Biblical nickname Us Ferlosser (Our Savior) given by 
Frisian peat workers. 
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During his inspired lecture, Homme also points out that Domela had 
connections with the university town of Leiden. For example, in 
preparation for his position as a pastor in the coastal town of 
Harlingen, the young Domela preached in the Lutheran church on 
Leiden’s Hooglandse Kerkgracht (a former canal street).  
 

 

 
Homme Wedman during his lecture (Photo: Caspar ten Dam) 
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Domela also had family ties with Leiden: for example, Domela's 
grandfather Jacobus Nieuwenhuis was professor of Philosophy and 
Arts at the town’s university between 1822 and 1843. In addition, the 
Leiden branch of Domela's Social Democratic Association (Sociaal-
Democratische Bond, SDB) was established in October 1882, making it 
one of the oldest SDB branches in the Netherlands, after Amsterdam, 
Haarlem, The Hague and Rotterdam.  
 
These developments created a lot of resistance in Leiden, as elsewhere 
in the country, especially among the elite and well-to-do bourgeoisie. 
The Leiden Daily (Leidsch Dagblad) of July 30, 1883, for example, stated 
it was high time that “the fallacies that people like Ferdinand Domela 
Nieuwenhuis hold out to the people are being challenged by 
prominent people with an eye for the true interests of the People”. 
 
 

Connection with Amsterdam 
 

In his introductory lecture, Dennis Bos describes how Domela helped 
shape the socialist workers' movement after his death, particularly in 
Amsterdam. To this end he gives examples of the accomplishments of 
three indivuduals in Amsterdam:  
 

Hubertus Zuurbier (1880-1962), street vendor of Domela's newspaper 
The Free Socialist (De Vrije Socialist);  
 

Ratio Koster (1927-1984), activist and conscientious objector who was 
convicted of protests during his military service against the so-called 
‘police actions’ in Indonesia after WWII (i.e. concerning Indonesia’s  
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eventually successful anti-colonial struggle against the Dutch) under 
the motto of “let’s not turn our boys into SS men”;  
 

and Pieter Hammelink (1907-1972), conscientious objector in 1927 and 
defender of Domela’s statue on Nassau Square in Amsterdam against 
possible destruction by opponents during and after the unveiling on 
August 29, 1931.  

 

 
 Dennis Bos during his lecture (Photo: Caspar ten Dam) 
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Incidentally, both Dennis and Homme consider the raised fist of 
Domela’s statue in Amsterdam misleading because Domela never 
spoke and acted like this: his charisma was of a calm yet intense kind. 
Revealing detail: Hammelink and Koster each had a Frisian (grand) 
mother who had been maids at Domela’s home in his Amsterdam 
years. 
 
 

Concluding thoughts 
 

Domela Nieuwenhuis became famous as the preacher who fell from his 
Christian faith and as a social anarchist and anti-militarist freethinker, 
activist and politician fought tooth and nail, through non-violent 
action, speeches and writings, for the rights, life-improvement and 
elevation of poor farmers and workers and other disadvantaged 
people.  
 

Homme Wedman states that Domela as a cosmopolitan, ecological, 
solidarity and independent thinker can mean a lot for ‘Vrijplaats’ 
Leiden and other like-minded socio-cultural sanctuaries—and indeed 
for humanity as a whole. 

 
Caspar ten Dam is a conflict analyst, terrorism expert and independent 
scholar with his own research company CT Dam Consultancy 
(www.ctdamconsultancy.com).     info@ctdamconsultancy.com   
 
 

Endnotes—References 
 

1. For information on Vrijplaats Leiden, see https://vrijplaatsleiden.nl.  
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2. For more information on Domela Nieuwenhuis, see e.g. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdinand_Domela_Nieuwenhuis.  

3. See for more information on the Domela Nieuwenhuis Fund and the 
Domela Nieuwenhuis Museum in Heerenveen, the Netherlands, which it 
helps to finance and run: https://ferdinanddomelanieuwenhuis.nl.  

 
 
NB: do you have any comments on Ten Dam’s article? Please send these to 
info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or by contact form at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.  
 
 
 

(Advertisement) 
       

The Mayflower Bookshop in Leiden 
(www.themayflowerbookshop.nl) moved the 
nicest bookstore in Holland from Hogewoerd 
107 to Breestraat 65 in 2015 in order to expand 

its repository. In 2016 it moved to Breestraat 142. 
In early 2020 it opened an additional Book Outlet Leiden at Breestraat 70, 
which offers many books in Dutch and other non-English languages as well. 
 

 

                               Breestraat 142 (© Mayflower 2016) 
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