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Integrating Culture in Social and Political Sciences 
 

(First Critical Response to Babak Rezvani’s “Understanding 
Ethnogeopolitics and its Developments”) 
 
 

“Understanding Ethnogeopolitics and its Development” by Dr. Babak 
Rezvani, is an attempt by the author to prove the viability of the term 
‘ethnogeopolitics’. His attempt in his formative years to use the 
geopolitical approach, and having been discouraged, has not hindered 
him the least bit.  
 

For more than twenty years he has studied, done extensive research in 
Central Asia and written authoritatively on topics which show the 
relevance of the culture of ethnic groups to border conflicts, i.e. ethnic 
groups who live on frontiers of their nation-states, who for myriad 
reasons get into conflicts. And he has shown once and again how 
culture is used to ablaze the fire of these conflicts.  
 
Originally, geography, presence of mountains and rivers, decided for 
the border of ethnic groups. Later, politicians made these the frontiers 
of nation-states. Ethnic groups on both sides of mountains or rivers 
who would cross these barriers—nowadays forbidden or discouraged 
due to laws and regulations of nation-states which set barbed wires, 
and made crossing borders impossible matters, unless authorization 
came from a center—are facing lots of difficulties.  
 

As the depth of this problem is becoming clearer, scholars try to reify 
concepts, which could be used in classrooms to make the students who  
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are far from an understanding of such conflicts to logically 
comprehend them. But every field of study has its own literature and 
places this problem within its own vocabulary and concepts.  
 

What Dr. Rezvani is trying to do is, given his personal research and 
involvement on the ground, to bring various fields of political 
geography, political science, political geography, international 
relations and anthropology together so as to better understand that 
culture, a concept central to anthropology, is necessary to be included 
in any research related to borders, frontiers, conflicts.  
 
Culture is a “material” used to create conflict, just as it can be used to 
bring about peace. All ethnic groups are defined by their cultures 
consisting of their language, history, geography, customs, rituals, 
habitat, food, clothing … which together constitutes the definition of 
their particular culture areas. These give plenty of possibilities for 
defining the identity of a group and thus open the possibility for 
differences to be seen and eventually conflicts to arise, and also their 
resolutions to be thought of.  
 

Attention paid to culture can prepare students to realize that conflict is 
man-made and just as it is produced it can be overcome. As time 
passes and we encounter more and more devastating situations ever 
since the Second World War on Third World national frontiers, we 
should congratulate the author of the above article for his persistence 
and his speaking about development of this concept of 
ethnogeopolitics.  
 

The author’s endeavor has helped to bring about a Forum, a journal  
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and an association of ethnogeopolitics, to make students realize that 
human life is fragile and that culture, which defines human beings as a 
species, should be comprehended and be used as an instrument of 
bringing about peace—and not conflict and devastation as we are 
observing today all over the world. 
 

- Soheila Shahshahani, Professor of Cultural Anthropology at Shahid 
Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran   soheilairan@gmail.com  
 
 
 
“Understanding EthnoGeoPolitics and its Developments”: 
A Brief Review 
 

(Second Critical Response to Babak Rezvani’s “Understanding 
Ethnogeopolitics and its Developments”) 
 
Post-modern geopolitics unlike its classical “predecessor” is a very 
contextual branch of science, which covers a bunch of issues: political, 
cultural, historic, economic and geographical. All those issues very 
much affect geopolitical decision-making.  
 

The ethnic component of geopolitics should be taken into account in a 
very serious way. Geopolitics and Nationalism are twin brothers. 
Almost all geopolitical (including geo-economical) developments are 
related to ethnic/religious problems.    
 

The given article provides a good understanding of EthnoGeoPolitics, 
in particular its role and place in the system of geographical and  


