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Excerpt from ‘Ethnogeopolitics: Scholarly Fashion or 
Emerging Discipline?’ (forthcoming) 

 

(Third Critical Response to Babak Rezvani’s “Understanding 
Ethnogeopolitics and its Developments”) 
 
This excerpt—here serving as a critical response to Rezvani’s maiden 
contribution in the journal’s new ‘Developments in the field’ section as shown 
in the current issue—is taken from a forthcoming contribution by Jeffrey 
Kaplan in the journal’s same new section. 
 
 

From the killing fields of Kampuchea in the 1970s, the camps and 
battlegrounds of the wars in the Former Yugoslavia in the 1990s or the 
murderous violence from such as the Lord’s Resistance Army in the 
Africa of today, the need for a viable cultural component to the field of 
Geopolitics could not be more clear or more pressing. But none of 
these conflicts represents the sort of existential threat to the West that 
9/11 and all that followed constituted, and so there exists no similar 
pressure to produce seemingly from whole cloth a field that could help 
policymakers and journalists alike to make sense of the seemingly 
unexplainable.  
 

The field of Ethnogeopolitics will remain for some time to come a 
somewhat fashionable subset of larger disciplines. But that it has 
perhaps a brighter future is indicated by several very positive trends.  
 

The Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics, founded in 2010-
2011 in the Netherlands, was a very promising start. Its original brief  
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however, was focused on Eurasia. This had the benefit of identifying 
research institutes and universities with which to establish cooperative 
relations, but at the same time limited its scope geographically. At this 
stage, Ethnogeopolitics as a field was not yet ready to go fully beyond 
its origins in Russia and the Former Soviet Union.  
 

The launch of the Association’s journal, Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics in 
2013 marked a turning point however. Its premier issue in Spring 2013 
boasted articles not only related to the FSU, but on Turkey and Nepal 
as well.  Subsequent issues expanded not just the geographic scope of 
the field, but also increased its depth and interdisciplinary focus.  
 

However, while the journal is peer-reviewed and charges no 
publication fees, it is open-access, which older and more hidebound 
scholars will find questionable. It is a model that remains controversial 
in academe, which some tenure committees find acceptable and 
others (including every committee on which I have served) simply do 
not. 
 
In sum, the future of the field is still very much in flux. The journal 
Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics and the quality of the academics 
surrounding it speaks of a very bright future. Indeed, each subsequent 
issue of the journal shows a remarkable growth of Editorial staff, 
moving far beyond the first issue’s triumvirate of Babak Rezvani, 
Caspar ten Dam and  Servet Sahin. All three are to be congratulated on 
their pioneering work and on the vision that both their association and 
journal evince.  
 

I believe that with this start, Ethnogeopolitics as an emerging field and  
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discipline will have vital place in the social sciences and humanities in 
particular; I hope that I can in a small way be a part of that 
development. 
 
 -  Jeffrey Kaplan, Professor at Habib University in Karachi, Pakistan   
 
 
NB: do you have any comments on Babak Rezvani’s article and/or the Critical 
Responses? Please send these (maximum 3,000 words) to 
info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at 
www.ethnogeopolitics.org. These may appear as Critical Responses in the next 
issue(s) of the journal. Extensive critical responses with source references may 
be published as full-fledged articles. Please supply your name, contact details, 
titles and affiliations, including your specialisms and any major publications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
                      

 
 


