
Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics 

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.7 No.1 Autumn 2019 
 

39 

 

 

 
 
and an association of ethnogeopolitics, to make students realize that 
human life is fragile and that culture, which defines human beings as a 
species, should be comprehended and be used as an instrument of 
bringing about peace—and not conflict and devastation as we are 
observing today all over the world. 
 

- Soheila Shahshahani, Professor of Cultural Anthropology at Shahid 
Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran   soheilairan@gmail.com  
 
 
 
“Understanding EthnoGeoPolitics and its Developments”: 
A Brief Review 
 

(Second Critical Response to Babak Rezvani’s “Understanding 
Ethnogeopolitics and its Developments”) 
 
Post-modern geopolitics unlike its classical “predecessor” is a very 
contextual branch of science, which covers a bunch of issues: political, 
cultural, historic, economic and geographical. All those issues very 
much affect geopolitical decision-making.  
 

The ethnic component of geopolitics should be taken into account in a 
very serious way. Geopolitics and Nationalism are twin brothers. 
Almost all geopolitical (including geo-economical) developments are 
related to ethnic/religious problems.    
 

The given article provides a good understanding of EthnoGeoPolitics, 
in particular its role and place in the system of geographical and  



Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics 

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.7 No.1 Autumn 2019 
 

40 

 

 

 
 
political studies. It should be mentioned that EthnoGeoPolitics 
recognizes plenty of actors of international relations starting from 
governments down to small ethnic, religious and social groups of 
population. The levels of analysis are another positive side of 
EthnoGeoPolitics. It reviews all international developments through 
the lens of global-local. 
 
EthnoGeoPolitical studies promise to be very important in the post-
Soviet space. The Soviet Union was a unique construct, build on the 
one hand as a free union of peoples, where in fact all republics used to 
practice ethno-nationalistic principles. Did the situation improve after 
the collapse of the Soviet empire? The EthnoGeoPolitical approach 
hopefully will dedicate special attention to the issue.  
 

It should be noted that the foundation of the ‘Forum of 
EthnoGeoPolitics’ journal will contribute to the further development 
of debate on extremely actual issues of geopolitics. I myself welcome 
the general ideas provided in the given article.  
 

- Giorgi Gogsadze, Professor, Head of the Department of Human 
Geography at Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Georgia 
 
 


