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Introduction 
 

The New European Radical Right is not as new as the title suggests. New are the self- image, 
self-evidence and innovative social strategy grown up in the last 20 years, that makes it for 
the political observers or social researchers more difficult to classify them as right-wing 
extremists, neo-fascists, neo-Nazis or ultra-nationalists. The New European Radical Right has 
learned. On the one hand, it makes use of the information and communication society and, 
on the other hand, it has adapted itself to the new pluralization and complexity of modern 
societies. It tolerates to a certain extent different social milieus, subcultures and lifestyles. 
Only on closer inspection is a common ideological direction recognizable: 
 

• their orientation towards a more or less defined ethnic identity (race, ethnicity, etc.) 
• the questioning of the equality of human rights 
• an antidemocratic and authoritarian society idea 
• formation of an authoritarian “ethnic” nation 
• the abolition of supranational structures which diminishes the sovereignty of the 

nation state 
• history-revisionist tendencies in which past authoritarian regimes, genocides, or 

imperialist attitudes are transfigured or embellished 
• conspiracy theories that transport anti-Semitic, anti-Islamic or anti-American 

resentments. 
 
Although they are both revolutionary and bourgeois at the same time, they again define new 
(old) scapegoats: people with disabilities, other sexual orientation, migration background, 
psychological limitations and all “non-ethnic groups”. In contrast to the arch-conservative 
patriotic groups, the European Radical Right is not afraid of social changes, but wants to 
actively shape them. The goal is a society in which people, who are identified as “scapegoats”, 
will be: 
 

• excluded and discriminated 
• stigmatized and ascribed with negative attributes and qualities 
• be strongly or completely restricted in their ability to participate in the society 

(equality of opportunities and participation only for the own “ethnic group”) 
• defined by their differences and deviations, which are regarded as “differentness” 

and imply a social-legal subordination in society. 
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At the present time, the stigmatization of the “scapegoat” is deliberately concealed, not 
openly expressed, or defined as an open negotiation and communication process that can 
meet almost anybody, including those with disabilities, mental limitations, migration 
background, “Southern European appearance”, other sexual orientation, etcetera. 
 
 

Questions, Theses and Methods of the Investigation 
 

The focus of the investigation are the trends which can be observed within the European 
Radical Right like (1) its growing influence on other social milieus, political directions and 
subcultures, (2) its occupation of social and left-democratic topics such as social equality and 
social justice, (3) its new strategy of internationalization and global respectively Trans-
European networking, and related to this (4) its increasing influence on opinion-making in 
social networks such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc., blogs and online news with fake 
news and (pseudo-)scientific studies.  
 

In addition, (5) the possible negative consequences for the European Union will be 
highlighted, whether by the overemphasis of an “ethnic” national state, the emergence of 
new authoritarian regimes or by questioning the universally valid values such as peace, 
democracy, inclusion, anti-racism or anti-discrimination.  
 

Furthermore, (6) its influence in the spread of anti-Islam attitudes and opinions in the 
European population and the general resurgence of conspiracy theories will be investigated. 
The last questions are (7) on which new intellectuals bases the European Radical Right his 
convictions and which persons, organizations, institutions or companies do support it 
financially and logistically and why. 
 
The thematic classification of the study into individual chapters is based on the hypotheses 
underlying the study: 
 
(1) Influence on other social milieus, political directions and subcultures 
 

I. The New European Radical Right unites in its ideology (Weltbild) conservative and national 
milieus, right-wing subcultures (nipsters, skinheads, etc.) and arrogates fashionable, trendy 
and “hip” currents inter alia music, clothing and art. 
 

II. The New European Radical Right has two faces: on the one hand, it yearns for a normal 
relationship with nationalist, bourgeois-patriotic and bourgeois-conservative circles; on the 
other hand, they instrumentalize marginalized groups, children and young people from 
educationally and financially poor strata, and occupies antisistemic and extreme left slogans 
and convictions to discredit the supposed “liberal political center”. 
 
(2) Social equality and social justice 
 

III. With social demands, the New European Radical Right seems to be “national” and 
“socially just”, if only for its own supposed “race” social group or “ethnic group”. 
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IV. The New European Radical Right is based on esp. the social exclusion or legal 
subordination of certain groups such as people with disabilities, psychological limitations, 
with a migration background, different sexual orientation and a different political attitude. 
 

V. The strategy of the New European Radical Right ranges from the preferential treatment of 
one's own supposed “ethnic group” and the discrimination or social exclusion of “non-ethnic 
groups” and “strange groups” regarding their expulsion, deportation and in certain 
circumstances their extinction. 
 
(3) Internationalization and global respectively Trans-European networking 
 

VI. The New European Radical Right is very well interconnetced: Germany, France, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Great Britain, Spain, etcetera. Most of the groups know each other via social 
media like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc. and they are a real threat to the preservation of 
democracy and peace in Europe. 
 
(4) (Pseudo-)scientificization and fake news 
 

VII. The New European Radical Right deliberately uses pseudo-scientific studies and negative 
headlines to provide “fake news” or false scientific results. 
 
(5) Negative consequences for the European Union 
 

VIII. The New European Radical Right wants to abolish the EU in its current form, or replace 
its supranational competences with national legislation. 
 

IX. Instead of a solidarity Europe, which is open to other cultures, they want to give 
preference to the “white” or the supposed national people discriminating other ethnic 
groups, immigrants and people with a migration background. 
 

X. The strategy of the New European Radical Right ranges on the political level from the 
restoration of the national states to a system change and the establishment of an 
authoritarian or fascist nationalist state. 
 
(6) Conspiracy-theories and Islamophobia 
 

XI. The New European Radical Right share the anti-Islamic spirit and promote it wherever it 
can. 
 

XII. Depending on the occasion and thematic focus, (old) conspiracy theories are spread, 
which transport anti-Semitic, anti-Islamic or anti-American resentments.  
 
(7) Right Intellectuals and Financiers 
 
XIII. There are right-wing extremists, neo-fascist, neo-Nazi or ultra-nationalist intellectuals, 
who are also legally publishing clear biologistic, racist and anti-human theses and 
statements, without being prosecuted by civil or criminal law. 
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XIV. There are people, organizations, institutions und companies that financially and 
logistically support the spread of right-wing, neo-fascist, neo-Nazi or ultra-nationalist 
messages and their “diffusers”. 
 

 

Conclusion 
 

On the basis of the complexity of the research subject it should be used besides the analysis 
of quantitative data such as statistics, surveys or representative studies, the qualitative 
method in form of observations, content analyzes or expert and in-depth interviews. Such a 
mix of methods always makes sense when it comes to revealing meanings and attitudes 
around and about the phenomenon of the “New European Radical Right” as a form of protest 
and a movement with a political goal. 
 
The New European Radical Right do not simply exist as a clearly definable and representable 
collective. Their sympathizers, supporters, members, and violent groups diverge too much 
from each other in their worries and fears, attitudes and beliefs, and political goals, so that 
researchers cannot afford any analytical simplifications and generalizations. Accordingly, the 
proposed study also requires the use and coordination of several survey and analysis 
procedures within and between the individual investigation levels. 
 
 

Dr Rudolfo Valentino, one of the Assistant Editors of our journal, is Director of the European 
Institute of Studies on Migration, Social Inclusion and Intercultural Learning (IEM), European 
branch, in Bonn, Germany.   psicocura.valentino@gmail.com    valentino@bimev.de.  
 

An earlier version of the article was published in August 2017 by IEM and the Bonner Institut für 
Migrationsforschung und Interkulturelles Lernen (Bonn Institute for Migration Studies and 
Intercultural Learning, BIM; http://bimev.de). 
 
 
NB:  do you have any comments on Valentino’s article? Please send these to 
info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at www.ethnogeopolitics.org.  
 


