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Some critical remarks about “What We Know about Albanian Tribes” 
 

(Critical Response to Caspar ten Dam’s “What (Little) We Know about 
Albanian Tribes: Reflections and Tabulations”) 
 
 
The paper provides much food for thought, and I generally consider it of high quality, and as 
basically fit for publication. It puts forward some very relevant questions by reviewing Robert 
Elsie’s The Tribes of Albania, and actually many of his other works, and those of other authors 
as well. However, this makes its structure and content rather idiosyncratic, that is to say, 
peculiar.  
 

More gravely a shortcoming concerns the obvious lack of sources in the original Albanian 
language. Apparently the author is not versed in this language, which then clearly limits his 
or her ability to consult original sources and conduct original research him- or herself. Even 
so, he or she could have used direct translations of such sources in the languages (English, 
French, German etc.) he or she may master. 
 

More seriously still, the author neglects to use sources of major authors who may shed light 
on some of the questions the authors puts forward regarding the nature and fate of Albanian 
tribes in the past and present. For instance, he or she could have studied and discussed works 
by such eminent scholars like Karl Kaser and Helmut Eberhart. Thus their edited volume 
Stammesleben zwischen Tradition und Moderne published in 1995 comes to mind. In that 
regard, the author should have used these sources as well before submitting his or her 
manuscript for publication; the manuscript in question would have been much better and 
richer as a result. 
 
- Anonymous 
 
 
Author’s Response 
 
The reviewer is right in noting the fact that my article hardly refers to any original Albanian 
sources. And indeed it is true that I do not master the Albanian language—which obviously 
limits what I can read, study, consult, discuss and research.  
 
However, I must point out that even Robert Elsie hardly ever refers to such sources in his 
Tribes of Albania and other works I am familiar with. If Albanian scholars have studied, 
written and published relevant, insightful, even groundbreaking, works on Albanian tribes in 
Albanian, then Elsie—who himself was able to read, write and speak Albanian fluently—
would and should have mentioned and elaborated on these in his own works, including 
Tribes of Albania. The fact that Elsie has not done so in any significant extent suggests to me 
that such Albanian works on Albanian tribes are rare, non-existent or of questionable quality. 
Naturally, further independent verification is required to ascertain whether this lack of 
native studies on Albanian tribes is indeed the case. I intend to do this in future research on 
the subject. 
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Regarding my lack of reference to works by other eminent Albanologists and Balkanologists: 
this lack is mainly due to the fact that I have to date been simply unable to access or 
otherwise acquire these sources. Thus as it happens, I actually have tried to consult 
Eberhart’s and Kaser’s  Albanien: Stammesleben zwischen Tradition und Moderne (1995), yet 
was unable to find it online or in print at the libraries of Leiden University. To access or buy 
these sources from elsewhere would have cost me too much time and money at this stage. 
Such attempts would have interminably delayed the finalisation and publication of my 
extensive review essay and research note as it presently stands. 
 
The setup of my present contribution is indeed idiosyncratic. Yet our journal Forum of 
EthnoGeoPolitics allows, indeed encourages, ‘peculiar’ contributions so long as these are 
relevant, innovative and thought-provoking. Moreover, our journal allows and encourages 
updates, follow-ups and revisions of published contributions in it, as long as these are 
indicated as such in such later contributions for clarity’s sake and avoidance of mere 
‘rehashed’ publications. 
 
Therefore, I intend to publish an updated version of my present contribution in our journal 
in a not too distant future, whereby I hope to have ameliorated the shortfalls in sources 
pinpointed by the reviewer—for so far these sources truly are there, and are truly accessible. 
 
- Caspar ten Dam 

 
 
 
NB: do you have any comments on Ten Dam’s article, the Critical Response a/o the Author’s 
Response? Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at 
www.ethnogeopolitics.org. 
 
 


