
Review of the article “Yezidis: An Ethno-Religious Group in Turkey”

(Critical Response to Çakır Ceyhan Suvari’s “Yezidis: An Ethno-Religious 
Group in Turkey”)

The question of the community of Yezidis is a topic taking the interest of scholars in different 
fields of social science, including e.g. ethnography, sociology or political science. Over the 
last few years we have heard about this community in the media as the victims of 
persecution from the militants of the so called Islamic State. 

However, not many scholars have decided to do thorough research on the Yezidis as a 
community, a group. It concerns also the case of Yezidis living in Turkey. One of the reasons 
for the lack of sufficient studies on this community is that Yezidis belong to these groups 
who are difficult to identify due to the complex characteristics of their belief and ethnicity, 
as well as variety of religious and ethnic groups with whom they live together in a particular 
territory.

However, the author of the article took up the challenge, and with a quite good result too. 
The main question posed is who actually are Yezidis living in the Turkish territory. One of the 
main purposes of research within social science is to explain different phenomena and 
processes. The author of the article explains who are the Yezidis in Turkey, taking into 
consideration all important aspects and trying to answer fully the questions which are 
usually posed with reference to Yezidis but which often remain unanswered (e.g. relationship 
with the Kurds).

The author is right to begin with an essential remark that the identification of one group 
requires taking into consideration different perspectives. The article focuses on the emic 
perspective, i.e. self-identification of Yezidis, which is very important. In this context the 
fieldworks carried out by the author in 1999-2010 period are valuable. It is really a pity that 
the part about the fieldworks is so short—there are not sufficient details concerning this 
research, for example the interview questions, the number of interviewees as well as 
research methods. However, the etic perspective (identification by other groups) is also 
present. Without this perspective it would very difficult to explain different aspects of 
Yezidis’ identity. 

The author managed to explain in this context first of all some misunderstandings and 
stereotypes about the group, concerning among other things the concept of Malak Tawus 
(Peacock Angel).  What readers would expect (maybe as the continuation of the research) is 
the analysis of the question of the mutual influence of these perspectives, particularly the 
impact of the perceptions of other groups on the self-perception of Yezidis.

It is explained step by step who are the Yezidis in Turkey, starting from the name of the group 
and then focusing on its origin, history, belief and cult. The author managed to present the 
complexity of all these issues, proving that none of the main questions has a simple, 
unambiguous answer. There are for example many names for the Yezidi people, different 
traditions have shaped their belief, Yezidis’ belief is somewhere between monotheistic and 
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polytheistic religion, and there are some groups of the Yezidis connected with the Kurds but 
the rest have nothing to do with them. 

The author has come also to the conclusion (not explicitly expressed though) that we can 
talk about different Yezidis who see their identity in a different way—depending on whether 
we talk about intellectual groups or ordinary followers, Yezidis living in Turkey/Middle East 
or in Europe, Yezidis living in different Turkish provinces, etc.  Although the heterogeneity of 
the community makes the task of presenting what is common for all groups of Yezidis 
extremely difficult, the author has fulfilled it in a satisfactory way, particularly with reference 
to important concepts of Yezidis’ belief.

Some readers  reader may only feel unsatisfied that the author did not present sufficiently  
the other important aspects of Yezidis identity and behavior, i.e. particularly those related to 
exclusion and alienation. It would be interesting, also from the perspective of the main 
question posed in the article, to elaborate more on the reasons for this issue as well as the 
mechanisms of exclusion. It is another topic for further research on Yezidis—within 
different fields of social science.

- Prof. Adam Szymański, specialised in Turkish domestic and foreign policy, European 
integration, Democratisation, De-democratisation and Islam, whose major works include 
Between Islam and Kemalism: Problem of Democracy in Turkey (Warsaw 2008; in Polish) and 
Turkey and Europe—Challenges and Opportunities (ed., Warsaw 2012), is Associate Professor 
at the Institute of Political Science, University of Warsaw.   ar.szymanski@uw.edu.pl

Editorial Note

The second peer-review, anonymous and unpublished in accordance with that reviewer’s 
wishes, is more critical of the article’s theoretical framework and “way of dealing with the 
subject” than Szymański’s published peer-review. Nevertheless, the editorial board has 
decided to publish Suvari’s article without further major changes—though it has sent the 
escond peer-review in anonymised form to Suvari for his perusal and consideration for his 
future research and punlications.

- Caspar ten Dam, Executive Editor

NB: do you have any comments on Çakır Ceyhan Suvari’s article and/or the critical response? 
Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at 
www.ethnogeopolitics.org. Some of the comments on this and any other contribution, we 
may publish as Critical Responses (maximum 3,000 words) in the next issue(s) of the journal. 
Extensive critical responses with own source references may be published as full-fledged, 
separate articles. Please supply your name, contact details, academic and/or other 
professional titles and affiliations, as well as your specialisms and any major publications.
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