
Critical comments on the article “Maritime Political Geography”

(First Critical Response to Pirouz Mojtahed-Zadeh et al.’s “Maritime Political 
Geography: Iran’s legal dilemma in the Caspian Sea ends up in geographical 
certainties for all”)

To put it briefly, I have the following critical yet generally positive comments to make about 
the article: 1. I commend the nicely built structure of the article and the clear build up of the 
article’s argument; 2. I also appreciate the brief but cohesive analysis of the subject, and the  
sufficient pointing out of references and sources for eventual further study of the subject;  3. 
Still, there is a need for more Iran(ian) sources examining the article’s argument; and 4. 
There remains a need for further follow-on debate on the impact of environmental changes 
on the maritime accords between nations. 

- Dr. Thrassy N. Marketos, a specialist on energy geopolitics in Asia, Eurasia and the Middle 
East, is a Senior Research Fellow for the Institute of Continuing Education at the Hellenic 
Military General Headquarters, Athens, Greece.   marketosthras@gmail.com

Anonymous comment from Iran on “Maritime Political Geography”

(Second Critical Response to Pirouz Mojtahed-Zadeh et al.’s “Maritime 
Political Geography: Iran’s legal dilemma in the Caspian Sea ends up in 
geographical certainties for all”)

This is an interesting paper discussing a very delicate issue. However, the authors forget to 
mention that Iran’s share of the Caspian Sea resources is 50%. According to the Irano-Soviet 
treaties this lake was an Iranian-Soviet condominium and both countries had equal share of 
its resources. Oil was already discovered in the Caspian Sea at the late 19th century. 
Therefore, the term ‘resources’ does not only refer to fish but also to oil, as the Soviet and 
Iranian signatories were already aware of the existence of oil in the Caspian.

- Anonymous

Remarks on “Maritime Political Geography”

(Third Critical Response to Pirouz Mojtahed-Zadeh et al.’s “Maritime Political 
Geography: Iran’s legal dilemma in the Caspian Sea ends up in geographical 
certainties for all”)

The presented article deals with different aspects of the Iranian maritime policy towards the 
Caspian Sea. It has analyzed particularly the Iranian perception of the legal status of the 
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above-mentioned Sea based on the geographical background. The author discusses historical 
and legal backgrounds of the topic. His conclusions are innovative and convincing.

- Prof. George Sanikidze is Director of the G. Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies of the Ilia 
State University, Tblisi, Georgia.  gsany@yahoo.com

Editorial Note

Obviously there is not just one Iranian point of view. The 50% formula is a very popular 
claim in Iran. Regardless of the text of treaties, also the political balance of power does 
matter. Our journal chooses not to take position in such complicated legal issues as this one. 
However, I personally have a point of view and understanding of, and perhaps a solution to, 
this issue, about which I will write later after I have studied the treaties in more depth.

- Babak Rezvani, Editor-in-Chief

NB: do you have any comments on Pirouz Mojtahed-Zadeh et al.’s article and/or the critical 
responses? Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at 
www.ethnogeopolitics.org. Some of the comments on this and any other contribution, we 
may publish as Critical Responses (maximum 3,000 words) in the next issue(s) of the journal. 
Extensive critical responses with own source references may be published as full-fledged, 
separate articles. Please supply your name, contact details, academic and/or other 
professional titles and affiliations, as well as your specialisms and any major publications.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Advertisement: an “Expert” cartoon by Caspar ten Dam; see www.ctdamconsultancy.com 

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics 

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.4 No.1 Spring 2016 

20

mailto:gsany@yahoo.com
mailto:gsany@yahoo.com
mailto:info@ethnogeopolitics.org
mailto:info@ethnogeopolitics.org
http://www.ethnogeopolitics.org
http://www.ethnogeopolitics.org
http://www.ctdamconsultancy.com
http://www.ctdamconsultancy.com

