
Editorial Note

Steven Pelletier’s evocative and thought-provoking comparison of Echo-Hawk’s and Silko’s 
notions of land and home, among Americans in general and Native Americans in particular, 
deserves a wider reading. Thus Prof. Anton Treuer, Professor of Ojibwe at Bemidji State 
University (Minnesota, US), approves the quality of this article for publication in our journal 
(but wishes to keep his review unpublished). The article especially deserves a wider response 
and debate among those who belong to it, form part of it, are somehow affected by it—or are 
simply interested by it as a scholar or citizen (or both) from the ‘outside’. Still, I wish to point 
attention to some major issues that also some of the peer reviewers have pointed out albeit 
in different wordings. 

First, are Native Americans really uniquely separate from and superior to other peoples 
regarding to the “land ethic” as Steven seems to suggest in his article? Are Native Americans 
really uniquely qualified, and they alone, to ‘teach’ other peoples on such an ethic? What 
about settlers from Ireland, for instance, who had and still have very intimate connections to 
their (former) homelands and (former) homes in that land—as told in numerous 
‘fairytales’ (also peopled by spirits, goblins, etc.), family stories and other kinds of 
storytelling? Be that as it may, not all European (and other) settlers exploited and 
environmentally damaged the lands they occupied—though many or most of them certianly 
did, aided by the powers of the state.

Second, one wonders what Steven’s own true position is on the likelihood, desirability and/or 
justifiability of an armed uprising among Native Americans. This is a potentially explosive 
and certainly sensitive issue, that he himself raises at the end of his article—without further 
elaborating on this, and clarifying this, in order to avoid any unfortunate misunderstandings.

- Caspar ten Dam, Executive Editor

NB: do you have any comments on Steven Pelletier’s article and/or the critical responses? 
Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at 
www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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