
Critical review on the manuscript “The Fight Over Land and Home”

(First Critical Response to Steven Pelletier’s “The Fight Over Land and Home: 
Opposing Worldviews in Walter Echo-Hawk and Leslie Marmon Silko”)

As it is, I wonder whether it is ready for publication; it often looks like an early draft, and 
frequently seems to assume that the reader must  have read the novel(-s).

It needs a theoretical framework and important terms such as ‘world-view’, ‘home’, ‘law’, and 
‘story’ must have been defined and discussed more extensively—and the novels should 
clarify the matter. It is essential that the difference between the American Constitution and 
the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples be spelled out.

But it has brilliant ideas in joining or juxtaposing story with law and other binary 
oppositions. If the author would show the difference between the two world views and the 
struggle of the railroad worker and the place of Auntie in his mind, all these would have 
really been very important. Here again the concept of home and outside world of jobs would 
merit discussion.

The author could really make his/her topic a very active and relevant topic, and not fall into 
brief descriptions from the text which are unavailable to the reader, and have recourse to 
revolution at the end (without naming it). The author must realize that it is these 
oppositions which are very good to be discussed. After having presented the theoretical 
framework, then all quotes from the novels would find their justifiable place. The readers 
would then be engaged in the work and see how they could relate to the text and the novels. 
After all, who is not in some way experiencing these dualities.

- Prof. Soheila Shahshahani, Associate Professor of Anthropology at Shahid Beheshti 
University, Tehran, Iran, is Head of the Commission Anthropology of the Middle East, at the 
International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES).   
soheilairan@gmail.com 

Comments on “Fight Over Land and Home”

(Second Critical Response to Steven Pelletier’s “The Fight Over Land and 
Home: Opposing Worldviews in Walter Echo-Hawk and Leslie Marmon Silko”)

It is an interesting topic that deserves attention. I believe that the Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics 
does a good job to pay attention to Native American Studies. However, the author should be 
aware of the fact that not every reader is familiar with his subject. Therefore, I recommend 
the author to pay more attention to introducing the theme, subject(s) and context of his 
study better. All in all, the author writes in a readable and inviting manner for the reader.

- Anonymous

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics 

Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics Vol.4 No.1 Spring 2016 

32

mailto:soheilairan@gmail.com
mailto:soheilairan@gmail.com

