
An Open Letter To Senators Tester and Daines and Congressman 
Zinke Concerning Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu’s March 3 
Speech to Congress

Thomas Goltz

Dear Jon, Steve and Congressman Zinke,

The other day, I received an appeal to send a generic letter asking you (and indeed all US 
senators and House representatives) to boycott Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
forthcoming speech to both Houses of Congress, set for March 3, 2015. 

The appeal was sent by “J-Street,” a Jewish-lobbying group in DC that has long declared itself 
in opposition to the sort of blind support for anything-Israeli as represented by AIPAC, or the 
American-Israel Public Affairs Committee, and promotes a more balanced approach to US-
Israeli ties—including US relations with Iran. This is the generic appeal:

“As U.S. voters, we are outraged that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was invited 
to speak before Congress. He will advocate for additional harsh sanctions on Iran that will 
undermine the diplomatic process and possibly lead to war. Netanyahu does not speak about 
peace in good faith—illegal settlements and human rights violations against Palestinians 
have only increased under his leadership. We ask you not to attend Mr. Netanyahu's speech, 
and to instead stand with us on the side of diplomacy and justice.”

I agree with the message, and signed and sent it. But I would like to add the following.

My career over the past 30 years has been intimately connected with Middle East issues as a 
journalist, filmmaker and academic at both UM and MSU, where my tasks included 
developing a debate class based the real-world, 22-member Arab League. Students were 
subjected to rigorous study of all manner of issues in the region, ranging from Defense to the 
Environment; by definition, the question of Israel and Palestine were central themes, as was 
the issue of Iran.

The MSU teams crushed rival UM in 2008, 2009 and 2010, and earned the right to represent 
Eritrea at the national level that last year. In 2011 and 2012, we went regional, winning the 
highest team honor at a multi-school ‘Rocky Mountain’ competition at the University of 
Utah in Salt Lake City (we represented a number of Arab states), before once again pushing 
on to the nationals to represent Bahrain in 2011 and Palestine in 2012, when the 'Cats' went up 
against heavy-weights like George Mason, West Point and Northeastern and Northwestern, 
achieving Runner-Up status in a field of 22 leading universities across the USA. Not bad for 
‘Moo-You’!

Former Senator Max Baucus received our delegation in 2010; his office set up a simulation of 
the Finance Committee discussion about Iran sanctions in 2011, and then-Congressman 
Daines was kind enough to receive us in his DC office in 2012; Senator Tester had to cancel a 
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meeting that year at the last minute, but we met with his staff and had a lively discussion 
about Israeli settlement policy on the West Bank and other issues. 

The main point is that my students had studied the region, and particularly the question of 
Palestine, which means they also studied Israel and its settlement policies on the West Bank, 
the casual use of force against Gaza as well as its knee-jerk response to kick Iran at the drop 
of a hat--and generally use the US-Israeli 'special relationship' as a blank-check in dealing 
with the Middle East. 

I am certain that at least some of my former students, as well as my friends and associates in 
Livingston, Bozeman and beyond in urban and rural Montana would encourage you to 'stay-
away' from the Netanyahu show in DC next month. But I would like to be more realistic. 

Assuming you do attend (both Jon and Steve have received considerable funding from 
AIPAC-connected sources, which I find personally disappointing) I and my former students 
will be watching, waiting and hoping that none of you participate in the expected, 
obsequious standing ovations by a wall of US lawmakers that will be orchestrated into 
“Bibi’s” speech, just like the last time he spoke before Congress in 2011, when he received 29 
standing ovations—something he would never receive from the Israeli Knesset itself.

So gentlemen, please just sit in your chairs, be civil—and make Montana proud of our 
representatives by showing caution, reason and thus a profound resistance to the standard, 
obsequious 'let the tail wag the dog' response to Israeli-American relations.

We are the dog; Israel is the tail. Please, please, remember that.

Thomas Goltz, Professor of Political Science at Montana State University, United States

_________________________________________________________________________________________
      (Advertisement)

After almost nine years, the Mayflower Bookshop leaves the Hogewoerd in Leiden, 
the Netherlands, and settles at Breestraat 65 (www.themayflowerbookshop.nl)
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