
The wider geopolitics of the TAPI gas pipeline project

(Second Critical Response to Chaudhry Naman Zafar’s “The TAPI (Turkmenistan, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India) Gas Pipeline: A Cementing Factor for 
Turkmenistan’s Neutrality Doctrine”)

This article is a descriptive analysis to praise the project that would in the end of the day 
benefit the Government of Pakistan. In other words, this is rather a descriptive analysis of 
the project. I would find myself in a much better position to assess it on its true merits if the 
article were to examine, in its initial sections, that project objectively against the background 
of US geopolitics and the oil and gas pipeline rivalries among the energy-producing countries 
of the region of Caspian-Central Asia in the 1990s. These rivalries continued well into the 
first decade of the 21 century—in order to isolate Iran in the geopolitics of energy production 
and transportation during that decade (the 1990s) and beyond in that part of the world. 

Without a thorough examination of that very important geopolitical aspect of the case, the 
article cannot fully convey the message of a geopolitical argument that this paper is designed 
to do. I look forward to receiving a new copy of a re-examined text—or a new version of the 
article—that can adequately address the geopolitical factors giving birth to TAPI.

- Anonymous.

Editorial Comment on C. N. Zafar’s article on the TAPI gas pipeline, and the 
anonymous Critical Responses to it

As the journal’s Executive Editor, I have adopted most of the practical suggestions by the first 
anonymous reviewer on the original manuscript—and added some modifications of my 
own, in consultation with and with approval of the author. Moreover, I have restructured 
some parts of the manuscript in response to the reviewer’s criticisms in that regard—for 
which the authors also has given his approval.

The criticisms by particularly the first reviewer are often quite severe, like on the author’s 
praise of Azerbaijan as a role model for Turkmenistan (which indeed seems odd, given the 
widely shared view that Azerbaijan’s regime is quite authoritarian). 

Nevertheless, I and the Chief Editor, Dr. Babak Rezvani, have deemed the manuscript of 
sufficient quality and relevance to be publishable—certainly with the incorporated 
modifications. Indeed, both Critical Responses concern an earlier version of Chaudhry 
Naman Zafar’s article than the one published here.

Naturally, the author still can give a Reaction to the Critical Responses in a subsequent issue 
of the journal, if he wishes to do so. 

- Caspar ten Dam, Executive Editor
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