
Review of the manuscript ‘Ivanovka and the Construction of Ethnic 
Identities’

(Second Critical Response to Çakır Ceyhan Suvari’s “Conflict and the Construction of 
Ethnic Identities: The Case of Ivanovka Village in Azerbaijan”)

The manuscript presents an analysis of the dynamics of intra- and intergroup conflicts and 
their contribution to the construction of the Molokan ethnic identity in the Ivanovka village 
of the Ismailly district of Azerbaijan. The author reports that the tensions and conflicts, 
which play an important role in the construction of the Baptist, Kharismat, Lezgi and Azeri 
ethnicities cohabiting in the village along with the Molokans, were triggered and deepened 
by religious and denominational differences.

Merits

First of all, the article’s topic is specific, relating to a particular field and its language is formal 
and sophisticated, using field-specific vocabulary. The article is well-organized and contains 
all the expected components (Introduction, Methods, Theory, relevant sections and etc.). 
The article is well-written and easy to understand.

Critique

Unfortunately, there are errors in reporting of data. A crucial misleading statement by the 
author can be found in the article’s section ‘Ethnicity According to the Constructivist 
Approach’: “Azerbaijanis, who used the accordion in all their feasts and events before the 
Karabakh War with local Armenians and the neighboring state of Armenia, have developed a 
negative attitude to the musical instrument. Now, Azerbaijanis consider the use of the 
accordion, which they have come to think of as an Armenian instrument, in Azerbaijani 
weddings and other festivities as high treason and they prefer the garmon instead of the 
accordion.”

This is wrong information, most likely received from an unreliable source. I questioned 
friends, colleagues and musicians. But all of them, especially musicians, gave a clear answer: 
this statement is wrong. Azeri musicians do not play on the accordion and prefer the garmon 
in the Azerbaijani weddings, just because it is easier to play on the garmon than the 
accordion. Professional Azeri musicians play on the accordion perfectly (see in the 
References the links from YouTube).

Generally, the author does not do a good job on presenting and summarizing the literature; 
most of them are  secondary translated sources. 

Furthermore, the author briefly describes the history of the establishment of Ivanovka, citing 
a secondary source. There is a published collection of the official documents concerning the 
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issue: Acts collected by the Caucasian Archaeological Commission (ACAC), that should be 
used in the scholarly article concerning the issue. 

I wish to point out that the settling of Molokans and other Russians in Azerbaijan started at 
the beginning of 1830s. The first settlement of Doukhobor-Molokans dissenters was 
established in 1830 (not in 1834) in Qizil-Qishlak village of Karabakh province, which 
consisted of the Don Cossacks, exiled by the court (ACAC: 128).

Moreover, the methodology is not clearly explained. There is no clear argumentation of why 
the author agrees with the constructivist theory of nation building and national identity 
formation.

I would like to indicate that the author’s conclusions are not convincing. The determination 
type of conflict and its categorization are omitted. In his Conclusion, the author writes: 
“Because in view of the Muslims, the Molokans do not love the followers of Mohammed 
since they are “the people of crucifix”—and they do not want Muslims to get rich anyway. 
The Molokans in turn consider Muslims as “violence oriented” and “lazy people”.” This is an 
important point of view for the determination (characterization) of the conflict: is this an 
antagonistic conflict between implacably hostile social groups? Pacifism is a characterizing 
feature of Molokans, but at the same time the author’s Conclusion suggests an antagonist 
relationship between different groups—including a rather intolerant and prejudiced view by 
Molokans on other groups.

- Dr. Lala Aliyeva, Associate Professor at the History Department of Baku State University, 
Azerbaijan   lale_agamirze@yahoo.com 
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Critique on the paper ‘Conflict and the Construction of Ethnic Identities’

(Third Critical Response to Çakır Ceyhan Suvari’s “Conflict and the Construction of 
Ethnic Identities: The Case of Ivanovka Village in Azerbaijan”)

The thesis is interesting, but this article shows a number of shortcomings, one of these being 
that the author does not show his or her familiarity with the existing literature about this 
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