
issue: Acts collected by the Caucasian Archaeological Commission (ACAC), that should be 
used in the scholarly article concerning the issue. 

I wish to point out that the settling of Molokans and other Russians in Azerbaijan started at 
the beginning of 1830s. The first settlement of Doukhobor-Molokans dissenters was 
established in 1830 (not in 1834) in Qizil-Qishlak village of Karabakh province, which 
consisted of the Don Cossacks, exiled by the court (ACAC: 128).

Moreover, the methodology is not clearly explained. There is no clear argumentation of why 
the author agrees with the constructivist theory of nation building and national identity 
formation.

I would like to indicate that the author’s conclusions are not convincing. The determination 
type of conflict and its categorization are omitted. In his Conclusion, the author writes: 
“Because in view of the Muslims, the Molokans do not love the followers of Mohammed 
since they are “the people of crucifix”—and they do not want Muslims to get rich anyway. 
The Molokans in turn consider Muslims as “violence oriented” and “lazy people”.” This is an 
important point of view for the determination (characterization) of the conflict: is this an 
antagonistic conflict between implacably hostile social groups? Pacifism is a characterizing 
feature of Molokans, but at the same time the author’s Conclusion suggests an antagonist 
relationship between different groups—including a rather intolerant and prejudiced view by 
Molokans on other groups.

- Dr. Lala Aliyeva, Associate Professor at the History Department of Baku State University, 
Azerbaijan   lale_agamirze@yahoo.com 
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Critique on the paper ‘Conflict and the Construction of Ethnic Identities’

(Third Critical Response to Çakır Ceyhan Suvari’s “Conflict and the Construction of 
Ethnic Identities: The Case of Ivanovka Village in Azerbaijan”)

The thesis is interesting, but this article shows a number of shortcomings, one of these being 
that the author does not show his or her familiarity with the existing literature about this 
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subject.  In fact, there are a good number of works on the subject, such as “Socio-Political 
Accommodation and Religions Decline:  The Case of the Molokan Sect in Soviet Society” by 
Christel O. Lane (1975), or Istoriia Zakavkazskikh Molokan i Dukhoborov by I. Semenov (2001), 
or Molokan Oral Tradition by Willard B. Moore (1973), just to mention a few. The author has 
not explained to his or her readers the background of the sect. 

Also, he or she has failed to sufficiently explain the background of the village, since the 
phrase in the abstract “Ivanovka was founded in 1834 with the settlement of eleven Molokan 
families. Later, the population of the village was increased with the settlement of Molokans 
exiled from the cities Tambov, Voronezh, Rostov and Stavropol in Russia. Afterward, Lezgis 
coming from Dagestan and Azerbaijanis were settled in the village in 1949 and 1950 
respectively” cannot be considered a serious, sufficiently grounded discourse of the village 
history. Thus it is unclear what “later” means and what happened between “later” and the 
1950s. Last but not least, there is no clear connection between the theoretical part on 
ethnicity and interpretations of the results of the field trip.

- Anonymous

NB: do you have any comments on Çakır Suvari’s article and/or the critical responses? Please 
send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at http://
www.ethnogeopolitics.org.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

(Advertisement)
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