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Critique on the article ‘An Armenian Village in Turkey’

(First Critical Response to Elif Kanca’s “An Armenian Village in Turkey: An Identity 
Squeezed Between Inherited Memories and Future Prospects”)

The topic of this article is undeniably important. The history of the Armenian villages of 
Musa Mountain is one of the most famous cases during the Armenian Genocide, as a 
dramatic and successful self-defense against massacres and deportations. This historical 
event is not only part of the memory, identity and historiography of the Armenian Genocide, 
but also is described in European literature.  The Austrian writer F. Werfel presented these 
events in his famous book 40 days of Musa Dagh (1934). The Armenians of this village are the 
descendants of survivors of the Genocide and the tragic events on Musa Mountain during 
this time. I would like to recommend this book to the author of this article. 

The date 1915 and the massive exodus and exile of the Armenians from the Ottoman Empire 
and present-day Turkey are very critical in order to understand today’s situation of Vakıflı 
village. However, these tragic events involved planned massacres, and thus are rightly called 
the Armenian Genocide; it did not just concern “massive exodus and exile”. Therefore, I have 
the following criticisms: 

1. The author of this article does not make any mention of the Armenian Genocide, let 
alone call the entire tragedy a genocide. It is strange, because this village and the events at 
Musa Dagh are the part of the Armenian Genocide. This genocide is the part of 
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contemporary history, identity and memory of this village—but the author fails to make any 
mention or analysis about it. 

2. The historical background is a very important part of this topic but is not 
satisfactorily and deeply analyzed in this article. There are numerous mistakes, confusions 
and omissions. For instance, the author does not mention what happened after 1919 and 
where the Armenians returned. They actually returned to their villages under the French 
protectorate (Syrian territory). They did not return to Turkey, because after WWI this 
territory was passed to the French protectorate. Only in 1939 did the French government gave 
this territory (Hatay etc.) to Turkey, and the Armenians left again these villages. Only Vagf 
[Vakifli] remained an Aremenian-inhabited village.  Moreover, the author fails to mention in 
the next section that after 1939 that many Armenians from the Musa Dagh villages came to 
live in Soviet Armenia and established the village Mousa Ler (Mousa Mountain in Armenian) 
there. In this village a monument was built devoted to the Battles and Self Defense of Musa 
Mountain. Each year the commemoration took place there as well. 

3. The author does not provide any quotes from field notes. The author does mention 
in the Introduction that “other studies … are done with the Armenians and the other 
communities”, but in the text there is not any other identity analysis from such sources.  

Therefore, I think that the author does not understand deeply the issues involved, and avoids 
using the term Armenian Genocide perhaps for political, social or personal reasons. To 
analyze Vakifli village as a marker of identity and collective memory without calling the 
atrocities of 1915 and beyond by its proper name, is a very strange and dubious position to 
take.

- Anonymous (historian from Armenia)

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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