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First Critical Response to Thrassy N. Marketos’ “East Mediterranean Εnergy 
Geopolitical Elbowing with an American, Russian, Israeli, Turkish and Iranian Prefix”

The paper is fine, the analysis fits well within the context. It needs some reorganization with 
subheadings, though; and the paragraphs are quite long. Some explanation about the realist 
perspective needs to be added, together with its inherent uncertainty. In the beginning, it 
needs to formulate the major thesis in a sentence or two, with a statement explaining the 
politics of gas pipelines behind the concurrent ME drama.  

It can also benefit from analytical conceptualization concerning national interests, 
motivations, and conflicted perceptions, and substantiating the data analyzed so as to 
strengthen the paper analytically. It discusses various factors but without clear variables. 
These concepts can serve as variables. The topic is too long: it should have been delimited 
and summarized more clearly. Factor-wise, it should explore, besides the pipeline, how the 
other factors play various roles and affect or determine the foreign policies of players.

- Prof. Aftab Kazi, Senior Fellow of the Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, Washington DC

Second Critical Response to Thrassy N. Marketos’ “East Mediterranean Εnergy 
Geopolitical Elbowing with an American, Russian, Israeli, Turkish and Iranian Prefix”

The author proceeds from a very conventional realist geostrategic perspective, which may be 
partly reflective of the Greek school of geopolitics, in that it combines elements of the 
Anglo-American and Continental emphasis on struggle for control of territory and space to 
Mediterranean issues. While it is effective in the context of the analysis, stronger empirical 
validity and predictive power might be provided by drawing from some other theoretical 
approaches.

- Anonymous

NB: do you have any comments on Thrassy Marketos’ article and/or the critical responses? 
Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at http://
www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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