
It is up to the West, and particularly the USA, to prevent the next Iranian generation from 
becoming and remaining distrustful of the West. Normalization of relations between Iran 
and the USA will be beneficial to both countries and to the Iranian people in particular—at 
least because they will not fear any shortages of medicines and any military threats in the 
future. This will only happen when agreements and relations are based on upon mutual 
respect.

True, the provocative and belligerent foreign policy by Ahmadinejad’s administration has 
isolated Iran, and has cost Iran dearly in the economic and diplomatic spheres. A North 
Korea-like isolation will be disastrous for Iran. Iranian authorities should also understand 
that engagement with the international community will benefit the Iranian economy and 
Iran’s position in the world, and the normalization of relations with the West is an 
unavoidable part of that process.

All in all, the Iranian negotiating team did its best. The Iranian team claims that the 
acknowledgement of the Iranian nuclear rights by a reluctant West was a victory for Iran. 
However, on the other hand, Iran gave up almost everything and got almost nothing. The 
West states that they may lift sanctions step by step. However, a healthy dose of skepticism is 
called for, because Iran has almost nothing more to offer for a serious and durable bargain in 
the future.

Nevertheless, the ordinary Iranian people are happy; at least for a time. The West has lifted 
the barriers against medicines and humanitarian affairs and also will sell now spare civilian 
airplane parts. And hopefully this will result in fewer fatalities.

Crucial points in the Iran or 5+1 nuclear deal

Vadim Volovoj

There are several crucial points in the Iran or 5+1 nuclear deal. First of all it means that there 
is no strategic consensus in the American elite. While one camp supports the position of 
Israel and Saudi Arabia—the position of sanctions and war against Damascus and Tehran—
the US President Barack Obama’s camp seeks peace in Syria and Iran.

It seems that for Obama and his supporters the geopolitical priority of the future concerns 
China, and he wants to finish the American role in the Near and Middle East story, to get rid 
of the Arabs and Tel Aviv problems and interests. This really coincides with the position of 
Russia, which made deals on Syria, and now also on Iran, possible.

Still this may be not the end of the story, because the “war camp” in the USA is hardly going 
to surrender easily. That is why the further agreements on, and with, Syria and Iran will be 
difficult, and there maybe possible provocations by the “war camp” to ruin today’s results.

Dr. Vadim Volovoj (PhD political science) is a Senior Expert at the Center for Geopolitical Studies 
in Lithuania; see further http://www.geopolitika.lt.
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