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Editorial Note

The critical responses concern an earlier version of Sai Ramani Garimella’s article than the 
one published here. Rather than reacting to these critical responses in a separate text, the 
author made some improvements on his own, and in response to some comments from the 
editorial board and the critical reviewers. 

This leaves the editorial board in a quandary: it must decide whether to include the critical 
responses to an earlier version of the article even when only the latest version is shown here 
(option 1), or to approach the reviewers anew with a request to offer new comments on the 
latest, improved version of the article (option 2). As option 2 tends to be (too) cumbersome 
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and timeconsuming a process to undertake, we have opted for option 1—even though the 
critical responses are somewhat ‘outdated’ vis-a-vis the final version of the article. The 
editorial board will try to find a structural solution to this problem; any suggestions on this 
issue are welcome.

- Caspar ten Dam, Executive editor

Dalits and Scheduled Castes as interchangeable terms

(First Critical Response to Sai Ramani Garimella’s “Intervention against 
Marginalization in the Subaltern Space”)

In the first paragraph in the section of the Introduction, immediately after the Abstract), the 
author has talked about the special provisions of reservation for SCs and STs in various 
sectors. It is a good starting point. However, it is also worthwhile to mention explicitly about 
how much percentage was reserved for these groups in government jobs and public 
universities, and since when.

At the end of the section of the Introduction, it is contextual to describe briefly about the 
Mandal Commission established in 1979 under the chairmanship of B. P. Mandal, which was 
obliged to submit a report to the Indian government on reservations and quotas for SCs and 
STs along with many other things. Though many of the recommendations are not 
implemented yet, some of its recommendations with regard to reservations in government 
services and higher education have been implemented in the subsequent years and in the 
recent past (in my knowledge). 

In the first paragraph of the section ‘Studies on the Incidence of Caste Violence’, the author 
has mentioned about Barbara Joshi’s view on violence against SCs and STs based on three 
incidents of caste violence. Why is Joshi’s view so important based on these three incidents? 
It must be clear.

The terms Dalits and SCs have been used as interchangeable throughout the article. 
Therefore, it must be mentioned at the beginning that these two terms mean the same. The 
author should remember that readers of the journal are not only those from India. 

- Pawan Kumar Sen is consultant at Interdisciplinary Analysts (www.ida.com.np) in 
Kathmandu, Nepal, and PhD candidate at Political Science, Leiden University, the 
Netherlands.

NB: do you have any comments on Sai Ramani Garimella’s article and/or the critical 
responses? Please send these to info@ethnogeopolitics.org, or through the contact form at 
http://www.ethnogeopolitics.org.
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