
Simply put, the Egyptian experience of the Arab Spring was within striking distance of 
achieving a sound and durable democracy, yet this will not be realized at this stage, except in 
the event of a peaceful transfer of power from military to civil institutions, in tandem with 
better educating people on how they can practice their democratic choice, peacefully, and 
accepting partnership and living side by side with the others.

Fadi Elhusseini is an Associate Research Fellow at the Institute for Middle East Studies in 
Canada (www.imesc.org), and a PhD candidate at the University of Sunderland in the UK.
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Democracy requires much more than Elections and Majority Rule

(Extensive Editorial Comment on Fadi Elhusseini’s “Egypt 2013: What can you tell?”)

Babak Rezvani

Many people call the toppling of Morsi a revolution and many others regard it as a coup 
d’état. Can it be both? I think it can. It is a delusion to believe or assume that militaries have 
no roles in revolutions. They often have played key roles by actively or passively taking sides.

 The removal of Morsi from power was preceded by widespread popular protest. The rules of 
democracy prescribe that a government fulfills its period of government and that change of 
government proceeds by democratic elections or by an act of parliament (depending on the 
country’s constitution).

Therefore, it is doubtful, and perhaps irrelevant to label the removal of Morsi from power as 
either a revolution or a coup. One thing is, however, certain. Democracy is not, and should 
not be, only about voting and a dictatorship of majorities over minorities. The rights of the 
opposition, ethnic and religious minorities, vulnerable social classes should be respected in a 
true pluralist system and culture of democracy.

Nevertheless, during the reign of Morsi the secular-minded people felt threatened by the 
growing Salafi or Salafi-like radical Islam, and the members of minorities such as the 
Christian Copts were harassed and their churches burnt. The Islamist President Mohamed 
Morsi was officially not from the Salafi An-Nour party, but represented officially the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Nevertheless, as many facts show, he had a Salafi-like Islamist agenda and 
could not maintain the peace and order in Egypt. 

It is remarkable that Morsi began his speech at the Non-Aligned Movement’s Summit (2012) 
in Tehran by praising the Sunni caliphs. Iranians, and Shi’ites in general, are very sensitive to 
this, and not lastly because of what Omar Ibn Khattab, the second Sunni Caliph did to Iran. 
Morsi’s remark was very provocative. Nevertheless, Iran wanted to restore diplomatic 
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relations with Egypt after 30 years. However, when Iran’s President Ahmadinejad visited 
Egypt, Sunni Islamist radicals assaulted him by throwing a shoe at him.

All these events, plus general mismanagement in his administration, were not helpful for 
Morsi’s image. He and his supporters may assert that his rule was frustrated by the army and 
other powerful factions within Egypt’s political and economic elite. But the fact remains that 
many, perhaps most, people in Egypt were horrified by these mismanagements and the 
prevalent violence, and that Morsi’s image and reputation in foreign countries was 
consequently not positive.

We realize that the situation in Egypt is very sensitive to many Egyptians. Our journal has the 
policy to let all voices get heard. Everyone has the right to his or her opinion and analytic 
approach. Our journal does not prefer and endorse one view over the other. Even I, as the 
editor-in-chief, express only and solely my own understanding of the situation based on my 
own analytical approach. Having said that, we welcome all contributions and commentaries 
about this or other subjects. One of the goals of our journal is to promote academic and 
intellectual debate and dialogue.

- Babak Rezvani, Editor-in-chief
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