
Interface between Caste structure and the State: Complexities and Issues

(Second Critical Response to Sai Ramani Garimella’s “Intervention against 
Marginalization in the Subaltern Space”)

This is an important topic that needs to be addressed in social research. The author has 
attempted to engage with the complex interface between the primordialist structure of caste 
and the post-enlightenment institution of the State. The author endeavours to demonstrate 
the ramifications of this interface in a rapidly changing society. However, the following issues 
need to be resolved regarding shortcomings in the article. 

A: The title is not clear and it does not reflect as to what the author seeks to state. It has to be 
made clear as to what intervention actually indicates, who intervenes and as to why. So, it 
would be more appropriate to formulate the title as ‘Statutory Intervention in the Subaltern 
Space: Caste-Based Atrocities and the Question of Social Justice in India’. 

B: The analogy between caste and race indicated in the abstract is ambiguous. It needs 
substantiation in the introduction. 

C: The scope and research questions have been specified in the middle of the paper, they 
need to be mentioned at the outset. 

D: The author has not defined concepts such as Dalit, caste, subaltern space and 
marginalisation. [Concept of Dalit defined in the author’s published version here. Ed.]

E: The aims and objectives of the paper are not clearly stated. The author must specifically 
show as to how caste-based violence and affirmative action is being linked. 

F: The author may use the Foucaultian notion of power and then explain the notion of 
disciplining. [This Foucaultian notion is briefly discussed in the published version here. Ed.] 

G: Since the paper is a discourse in the sociology of law, the sociological element concerning 
caste based violence in the context of rising Dalit consciousness and political mobilisation 
has to be understood. The question as to why such violence continues despite the economic 
and political upliftment of the Dalit has to be addressed in a better way. In this regard, the 
works of Gopal Guru can be looked at. 

H: The very nature of caste has transformed drastically in India. From a mere economic 
categorisation backed by religious connotation to a ritualistic social behaviour, it has 
metamorphosised into a macro social identity with apparent political symbolism. This 
phenomenon can be understood by the works of M.N. Srinivas, Andre  Beteille and 
Badrinarayan. 

I: The text needs to be edited and tightened to take care of grammatical and punctuation 
errors. Citations need to be complete. [Hopefully any such errors have been dealt with. Ed.]

J: The author can revise the paper according to these suggestions.

- Anonymous
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