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The aim of the Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics (EGP), or EthnoGeoPolitics in 
short, is to further the study of and teaching on the cultural, social, ethnic and (geo-)political 
characteristics, processes and developments in different areas of the world, at universities, 
institutes and colleges in and outside the Netherlands. 

Our present focus is on the ethnogeopolitics in Eurasia, especially in Central Eurasia 
(Caucasus, near Middle East, Central Asia) and Southeastern Europe or the Balkans. 
However, the Association’s research and teaching topics in principle cover all possible 
regions, countries and localities in the world where aspects of ethnogeopolitics are salient.

To this end the founders offer their expertise, and wish to expand the association (and its 
activities) with more members and contributions to Forum of EthnoGeoPolitcs, to appear 
three to four times per year. We organise conference panels, (guest) lectures and symposia, 
develop teaching modules, and strengthen and deepen our research, with publications. We 
also cooperate with institutes like CERES (Center for Resource Studies for Development / 
Research School for Resource Studies for Development, http://ceres.fss.uu.nl), to undertakes 
one or more of the indicated tasks. 

Call for contributions

The association’s Forum of EthnoGeoPolitcs will include some of our own publications, but is 
above all intended to elicit analytic debate by allowing scholars to air their views, 
perspectives and research findings—with critical responses from others who may hold a 
different view or research approach (submit articles and responses to 
europeanreview@gmail.com).

Foundation

EGP’s informal founding meeting was in congress center The Balie in Amsterdam on 11 May 
2010 (present: founders B. Rezvani, C. ten Dam and S. Sahin). The Association has been 
formally established, by Statute, on 21 September 2011. Hopefully, more experts will join the 
Association, help fund its activities with gifts and donations, contribute in Forum of 
EthnoGeoPolitcs, or become part of the Advisory Committee. 

Activities

EPG’s first activitity was organising the 17 May 2010 symposium “Central 
Eurasia: Islam, Culture and Conflict” at the University of Amsterdam, with as 
main Globe Lecture speaker Prof. John Schoeberlein (Harvard). Babak 
Rezvani and Caspar ten Dam were among the speakers on this symposium. 

The EPG subsequently organised Conflict Studies panels in the CERES 
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Summerschools on “Global Governance, The Crisis and Development” at the International 
Institute of Social Studies (IISS) in The Hague (23-24 June 2010) and on “Sustainability after 
the Crash” at the Utrecht School of Economics (30 June-1 July 2011); an Ethnogeopolitics 
panel in the CERES Summerschool on “International Development Studies” at the University 
of Amsterdam (Roeterseiland) on 25-26 June 2012; and a Roundtable in the CERES 
Summerschool on “Global Gloom, or Development Boom” (24-25 June 2013) in the same 
location as the preceding year. B. Rezvani and C. ten Dam were among the speakers and/or 
discussants on these panels.

At the last minute B. Rezvani became the discussant for the panel “National Identity in the 
European Past and Present”, in the 20th International Conference of Europeanists at the 
University of Amsterdam (multiple locations) on 25-27 June 2013. C. ten Dam was present as 
well; both he and B. Rezvani were able to inform the speakers and the audience about EGP.

Last but not least, editors of and contributors to Forum of EthnoGeoPolitics talked about the 
journal and its association at other conferences as well (see for examples photos below). 

Pawan Sen, a contributor to the very first issue of Forum EGP (Vol. No.1 2013), speaking at the 
“Young scientists – A uniting force of world science and!culture” conference (3-5 September 2013) 
in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan; EGP-chairperson Babak Rezvani spoke at the conference as well.

EGP-secretary Caspar ten Dam (extreme right), at the “Autochtonous Peoples of the Caucasian-
Caspian Region” conference (5-7 October 2012) in Yerevan, Armenia.
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