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The aim of the Association for the Study of EthnoGeoPolitics (EGP), or EthnoGeoPolitics in 
short, is to further the study of and teaching on the cultural, social, ethnic and (geo-)political 
characteristics, processes and developments in different areas of the world, at universities, 
institutes and colleges in and outside the Netherlands. 

Our initial focus will be on the ethnogeopolitics in Eurasia, especially in Central Eurasia 
(Caucasus, near Middle East, Central Asia) and Southeastern Europe or the Balkans. 
However, the Association’s research and teaching topics are expressly intended to cover in 
principle all possible regions, countries and localities in the world where aspects of 
ethnogeopolitics – a vital concept in the field of conflict studies – are salient.

To this end the founders offer their expertise, and wish to expand the association (and its 
activities) with more members and contributions to Forum of Ethnogeopolitcs, to appear 
three to four times per year, which hopefully will evolve into a fullfledged journal. We intend 
to organise lectures and symposia, hold (guest) lectures ourselves, develop teaching 
modules, and strengthen and deepen our research, with (more) publications. The 
association’s Forum of Ethnogeopolitcs will include some of these publications, but is above 
all intended to elicit analytic debate by allowing scholars to air their views, perspectives and 
research findings - with critical responses from others who may hold a different view or 
research approach (submit articles and responses to europeanreview@gmail.com).

We already cooperate with CERES (Center for Resource Studies for Development / Research 
School for Resource Studies for Development, http//ceres.fss.uu.nl). Some of the said tasks 
we are willing to conduct without pay, while others need to be funded.

Foundation; past activities; call for contributions

EGP’s informal founding meeting was in congress center The Balie in Amsterdam on 11 May 
2010, from 19:00 till 21:00 (present: founders B. Rezvani, C. ten Dam and S. Sahin).

.  EPG’s first activitity was organising the 17 May 2010 symposium “Central 
Eurasia: Islam, Culture and Conflict” at the University of Amsterdam, with as 
main Globe Lecture speaker the world renowned Prof. John Schoeberlein 
(Harvard). Babak Rezvani and Caspar ten Dam were among the speakers on 
this symposium. 

The EPG subsequently organised the Conflict Studies panels in the CERES Summerschools 
on “Global Governance, The Crisis and Development” at the International Institute of Social 
Studies (IISS) in The Hague (23-24 June 2010), and on “Sustainability after the Crash” at the 
Utrecht School of Economics (30 June-1 July 2011); B. Rezvani and C. Ten Dam were among 
the speakers on these panels.
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The Association has been formally established, by Statute, on 21 September 2011. Hopefully, 
more experts will join the Association, help fund its activities with gifts and donations, 
contribute in Forum of Ethnogeopolitcs, or become part of the Advisory Committee.

Recent activities 

We organised an “Ethnogeopolitics” panel in the CERES Summerschool on “International 
Development Studies: A Challenge for the Future?”, at the University of Amsterdam 
(Roeteseiland) on 25-26 June 2012 (see photo’s below, courtesy CERES). During the discussion 
with the audience of the panel, we debated—apart from the panel’s paper presentations—
the place of ethnogeopolitics in international development studies, as well as conflict 
studies. We discussed how insights from ethnogeopolitics can be used in international 
development studies, and how it can contribute to (post-)conflict resolution and 
development.

C. ten Dam (photo left), and B. Rezvani, C. ten Dam and P. Sen at CERES Summerschool 2012
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Babak Rezvani

Few authors have such an intimate knowledge of the background of con! icts in Cen-
tral Asia. Rezvani looks at the region from a fresh perspective. He arrives at highly 
relevant recommendations how the politicization of ethnicity can be avoided and how 
ethnic nationalism in the long run can be turned into civic nationalism.

Gerd Junne: Emeritus Professor of International Relations, University of Amster-
dam. 

It is rare to " nd such a thorough study about identity/culture and territory/geography 
in the troubled regions of Central Asia, the Caucasus, and Iran, and it is even more 
rare to " nd a comparative analysis. # is book is encyclopedic and thought-provoking 
at the same time.

Ton Dietz: Director of African Studies Centre, Leiden University, and Guest Profes-
sor of Human Geography, University of Amsterdam.

In contrast to much other research on con! ict between ethnic groups, Rezvani has 
not only focused on the con! icts and their origins but also included the set of situa-
tions where a con! ict could have erupted but failed to occur. # is provides a useful 
correction to stereotypes of “con! ict-prone” regions, particularly in the Caucasus and 
Central Asia.

Gertjan Dijkink: Associate Professor of Political Geography, University of Amster-
dam.

Babak Rezvani’s well-written and systematic work focuses on ethno-territorial and 
demographic aspects of con! ict, combining theory with case studies and statistical 
analysis. He not only provides an innovative and interesting contribution to his " eld 
of study but also demonstrates a detailed knowledge of the relevant literature. # e 
book is extremely well-sourced and o$ ers a deep and insightful history of the areas 
and con! icts concerned.

Georg Frerks: Professor of Con! ict Prevention and Con! ict Management, Utrecht 
University, " e Netherlands.

Babak Rezvani is a geographer and political scientist.
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