
Editorial Comments on Kaveh Farrokh’s “Case of Historical Misconceptions” and 
Critical Responses

Thank you, Evan. I agree with a large number of your comments about Akinji and Mulla 
Nasreddin .... But I do not see much contradiction in the author’s statements about the 
language of the Caucasian Albania/Arran. He refers to many sources which mention the 
difference in the origin (i.e. the Median vs. the Caucasian Lezgic) origin of the two region. I 
personally do not hold these views, because even in classical times we have had Iranic 
speaking Talysh and Tats in the Caucasus, while the Udins (=Albanians) where Christians 
and spoke a Lezgic language. Then in the post-Islamic times, we had the process of 
Persification, all around the Islamic world. Only after the 12th-century arrival of the Seljuqs 
did the Turkification start. The Turkification proceeded through the Aq Quyunlu and Qara 
Quyunlu tribes."

Incidentally, there are plenty of references to Arran in the post-Antique sources. After the 
16th century, however, Arran is only referred to one area, while such names as Shirvan and 
Qarabagh gained currency for the whole area in question.

Although not called “Azeris” in olden times, the Shi‘ite Muslim Turkic-speaking people of the 
South Caucasus were culturally similar to Azerbaijanis in Iran and belonged similarly to the 
Iranian civilizational realm. 

Azerbaijanis are Iranian in all aspects. Iran has begun two times from Azerbaijan (the 
Median and Safavid empires). That area has always been the Iranian coreland and most 
important social and political movements were initiated there. "In all cultural aspects the 
Azerbaijanis are Iranian, similar to other ethnic groups in Iran. They, indeed, speak an Oghuz 
Turkic language, full of Persian words, but language is not a criterion of ‘Iranianess’. Iran is a 
multilingual country. Persian serves as its lingua franca and the main literary language, and 
Azerbaijanis have contributed to the Persian literature as well as most other ethnic groups of 
Iran.

Also the Turkic-speaking Shi‘ite people of the South Caucasus were part and parcel of the 
mainstream Iranian nation before their incorporation into the Tsarist Russian Empire, the 
same way other ethnic groups were. Even after their incorporation into the Russian empire 
they remained active in the Iranian social and political movements.

- Babak Rezvani, Main editor

Author’s Reactions to Critical Responses and Editorial Comments

Thank you indeed gentlemen for sharing with me your expertise, guidance and perspective. 
These form an integral part of the learning process and I greatly benefit from this.""I was 
hoping to share a couple of points which may be of interest.
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